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Political developments in recent weeks have been dominated by the inauguration of the constituent
congress (Congreso Constituyente Democratico, CCD). For the most part, the international
community has characterized installation of the CCD as a positive step toward re- establishment
of democratic rule. The pro-government majority has used the CCD as a means of legitimizing
the regime instituted under Fujimori's de-facto rule. Meanwhile, in the aftermath of an attempted
coup in November 1992, opposition to the Fujimori government has been increasingly evident in
both the political and military arenas. The government has strongly denied rumors of discontent
within the military. A summary of recent political developments follows. Dec. 8: The Supreme
Military Justice Council (Consejo Supremo de Justicia Militar) prohibited former senator Alberto
Borea from continuing to serve as the defense lawyer for Ret. Gen. Jaime Salinas Sedo, accused
of leading the attempted coup against President Alberto Fujimori Nov. 13. Based on statements
made by Salinas during detention, Borea is currently under investigation by the Attorney General's
Office for possible involvement in the failed uprising. Also under investigation in connection with
the coup attempt are: former vice president Maximo San Roman; former senator and American
Revolutionary Popular Alliance (Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana, APRA) party secretary
general Mercedes Cabanillas; former APRA senator Abel Salinas; Christian Popular Party (Partido
Popular Cristiano, PPC) leader Luis Bedoya Reyes; Unified Mariateguista Party (Partido Unificado
Mariateguista, PUM) leaders Javier Diez Canseco and Ricardo Letts; and former president and
Popular Action (Accion Popular, AP) party leader Fernando Belaunde. Belaunde called on Fujimori
to release the retired and active-duty military personnel and the civilians accused of participating in
the attempted coup. Belaunde emphasized that he was in no way involved in the conspiracy. Dec.
11: According to daily newspaper Expreso, the coup leaders have denounced the use of pressure
tactics and torture against them as part of the government's efforts to force them to implicate
"certain politicians" in the uprising. Dec. 12: Family members of military officers arrested for
involvement in the coup denounced that the officers had been transferred to non-military prisons.
Salinas and twelve others were transferred to the high-security Castro Castro facility in the Canto
Grande prison, located in eastern Lima. Javier Valle Riestra, Salinas's defense lawyer, said "they are
humiliating generals, colonels and commanders, breaking an old code of respect toward prestigious
military officers." He added that the move was "an act of revenge" and an attempt to "intimidate
and threaten" the armed forces. Dec. 14: In a special meeting of Organization of American States
(OAS) member-countries, foreign ministers decided to conclude OAS supervision of the Peruvian
return to democracy as of the inauguration of the CCD, scheduled for Dec. 30. The special meeting
was led by Uruguayan Foreign Minister Hector Gros Espiell, head of the special OAS mission to
Peru which monitored the Nov. 22 CCD elections. Although final election results have not yet been
released, Gros Espiell told the OAS that the outcome of the elections was "satisfactory" and that the
extent of voter participation indicated a high level of support for the Fujimori government. Members
of the Peruvian opposition strongly criticized the move, which they called "premature." "With the
election of the constituent congress we have taken a significant step toward restoring representative
democracy, but the process is far from over," said Antero Flores Araoz, a PPC representative elected
to the CCD. Dec. 16: Costa Rica granted political asylum to former senator Borea. Costa Rica had
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previously granted asylum to businessperson Julio Vera, who had also been accused of involvement
in the November coup attempt. The Fujimori government granted Borea safe conduct to leave
the country. Dec. 17: The Generals and Admirals Association of Peru issued a protest against the
government's incarceration in a civilian prison of military officers accused of participating in the
November coup. Catholic Church officials and Lima newspapers have also criticized the move.
Dec. 30: The official federal register La Gaceta announced the firing of 117 members of Peru's
diplomatic corps including 22 ambassadors. According to government spokespersons, some of the
individuals were removed because they had reached retirement age while others were fired due
to "poor performance," including sexual misconduct. On Jan. 4, the diplomats announced they
would launch a legal battle for their return to the foreign service, arguing that their removal was a
political vendetta. La Gaceta also published a presidential decree limiting diplomats' terms to five
years, establishing the president as director of the foreign service, and allowing him to designate
ambassadors from outside the diplomatic service. Dec. 31: Agence France-Presse reported that
Fujimori closed the year with an avalanche of 223 decrees implemented during the last 39 days
before the inauguration of the constituent congress. Fifty of the decrees were published in the
Dec. 30 edition of La Gaceta. The CCD has the power to review and revoke any of the presidential
decrees issued under the de-facto government which has ruled since the April 5 "auto-golpe." Jan 2:
In response to a letter by retired officers protesting the incarceration of military officers in a civilian
prison, Fujimori said in a radio interview that the former commanders had never done anything
to combat terrorism or in favor of the police and soldiers killed or wounded in the war against
subversion. These statements provoked a backlash of criticism from various sectors of the military. A
group of 18 retired army generals issued a public declaration on Jan. 10 "energetically condemning"
Fujimori's statements which they said represented a direct threat to the military honor of all former
commanders. Jan 5: Ret. Gen. Alberto Arciniega, military chief in the Huallaga Valley until his
forced retirement Dec. 18, took asylum in the Argentine Embassy in Lima just hours after the
Defense Ministry issued a request for him to appear before a military court on charges of insulting
the armed forces. Ret. Gen. Luis Cisneros Vizquerra was also called to appear in connection with
the same charges. According to Arciniega, he was forced to retire due to his public opposition to
the holding in a civilian prison facility of 13 military officers accused of participating in the coup.
Following his retirement, in several interviews, Arciniega had criticized Army chief Gen. Nicolas
de Bari Hermoza. The Army proceeded to eliminate protection granted Arciniega and his family
from attacks by Sendero Luminoso (Shingin Path) rebels or drug traffickers. The pro-government
majority in the CCD approved a measure which recognizes Alberto Fujimori as "Constitutional
President" until 1995. Opposition representatives voted against the proposal. The measure also
restored the 1980 constitution which had been suspended as part of Fujimori's "auto-golpe" and
stated that the decree-laws dictated by Fujimori will remain in effect until they are reviewed by
the CCD. Economy Minister Carlos Bolona and Transportation, Communication, Construction and
Housing Minister Alfredo Ross announced their resignations. According to Prime Minister Oscar de
la Puente, all cabinet ministers presented letters of resignation Dec. 30 in order to allow Fujimori a
free hand in restructuring the cabinet. Bolona accused Fujimori of a governing style ruled by shortterm public opinion polls and popularity concerns. He also cited policy differences with Fujimori,
particularly in regard to the country's agreements with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The
Sendero rebel organization initiated a series of attacks intended to reinforce their boycott of the
Jan. 29 municipal elections. According to local news reports, Sendero rebels have killed one mayor
and three candidates for mayoral or municipal council seats since the beginning of the year. Jan.
6: In further indication of divisions within the military, Army Gen. Jose Valdivia Duenas, head of
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the Army joint chiefs of staff (Estado Mayor del Ejercito) second in command behind Army chief
Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza was removed from his post. Jan. 8: Fujimori appointed Jorge Camet
Dickman to replace Carlos Bolona as Economy Minister. Camet promised to make "adjustments" in
the neo-liberal economic program and give priority to social assistance projects. Jan 9: In statements
to reporters, De la Puente criticized foreign embassies for granting political asylum to politicians
and members of the military who oppose the Fujimori government. "The institution of asylum has
been abused," he said, in reference to the seven Peruvians who have received asylum in embassies
of Latin American nations in Lima over the past two months. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 12/16/92, 01/05/93; Notimex, 12/14/92, 01/05/93; Spanish news
service EFE, 12/08/92, 12/11/92, 12/13-17/92, 01/04- 07/93; Agence France-Presse, 12/12/92, 12/14/92,
12/16/92, 12/17/92, 12/31/92, 01/05-09/93)
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